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political situation in Bulgaria afier the anti-

Stalin campaign anc the demotion of Premier Chervenkov,
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1. soms observers-of tns present bulgaria

poiitjcal situation base thedr beliefs on a substantially erroneous premise, )
i.e.., tnat Bulgaria )ma' ths p@?ﬁy of carrying out its own autonorous
policy, being only guided, at most, with long reins by the USSR, In nct.ual{
fact this is not tne caéé:. Budgaria ia controlled and directed according

to precise dir'ectivco and the wheel is atrongly held by the USSR.. Thus,
politicel demonstrations of any kind (4nternal, cxtemai, sconomic 5 military,
etc.) should not bo considered as acts of the own Bulgarian authoritien

and, therefore, capable of shmd.ng possible changes in one direction or in
anclther of ths count.ry, but nhould be evaluated in the largest spuere of

Soviet policy frmix which they depend.

. . I 50X1-HUM
2. L.n ths! Wastern world thbm axistn ths belief

that there has beon a déul‘inita Btura® -in Soviet policy and t.hat* co*ssequent,ly,
this R bave xsuccaeded in. datoxnlning the actions in tno, Bulgarj.an Comumunist
Party as uou. ag m tho Comnmxult parties of other sat.e.u.ito countriou. Doig
tn.s is utxing a un!.t of musura‘unicb, though valid for tho Heat@m world, is
rg‘, to bo mad in anal.ysing cu Copmunist world. On the contrary, it suould
hn remeu.bemd that. notning i® substantially ohangcd. In actual practica s the
bomb thdt oxploded upon the dcclaration of tho denﬁg(wion of Stalin, if it were
.a powerful bomb in. t,lp.bhlastem wo;-ld‘, was only an inofffensive, grenade in the
‘comézugist; cifcll'oq bo”mnd tho ‘.'_[i'onu()!.l_rta‘\m. It was obvious that the dohéc%tion
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of Stalin hed started, in fact, much before tho first offioial pronouncement
cn the gudjeot. Ia fact, the killing of Borie, ead downfall of Halankof,

tho epirit of Geneva, 3he improvement of relations with Pito, the disillusion
of the Cominform were to all lantents and purposos part of the dcay'q;uon

of Stalin.

3. the declaratica of the pow 90X1-HUM

"Soviet political 1line® was to have been and should be considored a

-¢ipple forzal sanctioning of an attitude ascumed scme time ago; bowever,
1t was made at on opportune tims in order to counterbalance the failures
at Goneva and to find something which could holp toward the ultimate ;
parpose of Saviet policy to gain timo on the Yest and to undermine snd
crush their organisation. It is apparsnt that the plan achioeved fully
ite aims., A certain amocunt of disorientation existed at firat probably
withiz the party, but was probably immediatoly ovorcome when ths dagger
of tumblipg was acen. In the face of tals danger, in fact, tho men of
the party must have put aside the personal motives of resentmont towsmrd

each other and have unitsd themselves colidly in order to strongthea

the party. . ;

&, Another consideraticn which would scem to Juatify ctatements
Y L~
made in paragraph 1 edove laﬂ%v who has boez First Socrotary of
the Bulgarian Cozmmunist Party since Hovember 1950. The soniority of
hic pooition 1o alresdy in itself an oloquent sign of noteworthy !
atability of his positicn, JFurthermore, he ie an individual who

appeare to have followed a ocasistent line, keepinz away fren any
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Formmibiad TaFPETLC wWalidi cahewvtns G0 Gb D0V WO wway. T aeA miBevll o GRF Bime.
{t was ho wko .z:vo the cpesoch at ths lat}cu.l Assendly proposing the momisatioa
nt}’mr as President of the Council ¢a occasica 02 ths resigaatiea sudmitted
1y Cervenkov, 2his task van his by rigas, dat be kil \ho good taste of ot
wnncunoing oa that occasieca a single wvord vhich cculd have becan connidored
lerogatory to tha cutgolng President. 7Tims, thare is mothisg that wonld

oseke one forssee his dewnfall unlecs they should come from aa eatirely dif-
forent directioa other than recriminaticn tovard his sctivities or decline

of his political positica. Such a situatioa could be, for exazple, oze ia
which Corvenkov assumed \:e povitlca of Secretary General of the Pariy in

sase 1t was desired to dring him back to the forefroas (as meay signs seem

to izdicate) wishous graating him agsin the lesdership of the Bulgarica

Government.

5. 14 is a serious errer to hold, as some 43, thaS0X1-HUM

yugov sold himself to the Soviets in.ordsr to obialan a presidency of the Counoil.

A man who, born in 1904, a meader of the Comsunist Party since 1928, who in
1932 vas a lasder of the Magedcnisn Comzuaist Party, vas condemned to death

in 1934, escaped %o the Sovies Unloa whare he uaderweat two consecutive yoars
of intensive traimizg at the Ochool of Marxiss asd Leainism (directed by 2ito),
who was sent olandestinmely back to Bulgaria asd arrested, who was a partisan
in charge of skmy en armed group during all the period of Yorld War II, exd
vho firally held bigh positicas in the Bulgarian Oovernment frou 1944 till

.odny, such a mas bas beca "e0ld" for at leasts 30 yoeare. 7\:‘ov has cono to

pover as preater of Bulgaria for various reascas! (a) he cortainly is £242E0ly

7. { N
M:kh the Yugoslava, (b) at the szmo time he ie nso,\m«lonnn. (c) he hed

} “Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/05/18 : CIA-RDP81-00280R001300090001-9
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no reasoa for getting rid cf C;tornnl:ov, (4) he reprosents a sort of ideal

rot irn to the Bimitrov principles of whow ho vas the post efficlent col-
lalborater, a return whizh is well placed within the theory of prosent

Soviet policy of dméétion of Stalin and roconciled relations with Yugoslavia.

Those reasons for yucov'o stayiag in power are mot so much that he is supported

by the Bulgarian Cozzmunist Party (it appears that /uaov has a minimum capacity
for conducting governmen$ affairs) as much as roasons of undoubtodly Soviot

inupired and upheld bty m3a of tho Party.

6. does not fesl that thore are real and trus riviilries within 50X1-HUM

the Bulgarien Government and within the Bulgarian Cormunist Party, particularly
because of the two following reoasons: (a) because tho present situation is

so fluld azd delicate that in actual practice no one has the intention of
te)iing ir this aomeat a position of absolute predominence which could be
shors-lived., Everyono prefors to malmtain his position, observing closely

the development of ovents without increasirg tho weight of his own responsi-

e LT T T TR e

bii.lties; (b) bdocauso the Alsorientation, not a orisis, inevitably brought

‘OR  ORIGINAL

abimt by tho nmew trend has indicatéd the necesaity for concord, truce, end

wnilon, The name of Chzakov ceme to the forofront in the earliocat times

in which thore wns talk of the dowafall of %runkov (June 1955). This

wa; only temporary. Many other namos were also mentioned (?arskx. Num;lov.
and n.nanyyugov). But no longer the name of Chasnkov. 7Thore do mot appear
to have been real and true purges in the Party, aleo becaune thio would

heire been contrary to the spirit of concord, at least temporary, vhich

ex;sted. Howevor, i% appears that certsin porsoas, particularly in' the Army

'\v--‘
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(Omern‘\?wov. m:t of the Pouncd Directorase of the Ministry of Defenoe,
‘ P ’

General topc.{ev. Gcnc:n nnpigov,\ot m nu-m of Iatericr) vere arrostod:.’

beceunse at the time of the downfall of %rvenhov shey spoks to0 openly agalnst

him,

in thoory at leaat the dowmfrll of G@m
‘ 7 50X1-HUM

7.
was not deoreed noithar by Moscov mor by the Bulgarian Communiet Party, bus

by Corvenkov himself who deoided £¥oB cae mament to $he next to offer his

rosignation. That ko 4ida's particularly care to 4o this is obvious froa

the fact that he opealy declared himself coaverted to the {doa of a rapproche-

nent with Yugoslavia (see the speoch made by him oa the occaaioa of the 20%h

Congress of the Bulgarian Communlat Party), hen his aversion to Tito was

%o be considered; the oply roascn for his elimination., In utm practisze
Corvenkov

since the downfall of €in¥%xg came within the sphere of the dmd?uon of

Stalin 1t would aseem that 1% was doorseld by the Eulgarien Comriaist Party.

However, since even defore he preupted his numuoa, the lvgoslav authorities

knew ezactly $he mame of his euccessor, and since the change of Goverameat

took place on the occasion of a visit of a Yugoslar paralismentary commiaseion

to Bulgaria, 1t 18 falt thas the U2SQ sortainly was not ignorant of theso

ovents, Ragko .Sufbov and Bo}an Bulgrranov cansots be coasidered as chiefe

of aa oppositicn. They are not sop-level individuals, on the coatrary.

Por thie very reason they attacked with viclence g?snenkov, assuning o

strong attituldo in &bﬁozwt 02 veakmoea of tho chief of the Bulgarian

Coveramonp, they had hopsd to improve their position which, on the coatrary,

rerained soecondary cnd pesrhaps will be compromised if cno day g\inenkov

roturas to povor. 4% tho preasons $imo it 4o folt that all of the Perty

50X1-HUM
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and of the Govornmeat, Lnoludingyngov. are rather pro- than against 9\:irvenkov.
and ihis becauss of the revolution (esrtainly vented by Mowcow) of the sisnation
by whick C:_ax-venkov regains ever greater pover, and there is proof of thias aleo
in ths duties agslgned. him in the econcnic direction of tho couatry.

8. there e nn proof thas Karlo Lukenov 50X1-HUM

ia advencing tovard tho first place in tho Bulgarian Govornment. His position
ie uadoubtedly etrong, otreager than the oixth plece wvhich he presently hoids'.
in tho goveramental hierarchy would indicate. Ho, too, is a man of Mosocow |
and is perhaps the boat informed of the actual intentions of the Sqviess
because of hie lengthy etay in MHowcow ae Aabuandor. interrupted only dy
his appointmens to Deputy Prime Minister. He is or aspires to be tho Mixoyea

of the Bulgarien Governunent,

9. A real sense of envy of the Yugoslav position took plece both in
the grea3 massges of people as well as in tho Goveramoent znd Party circles
themaelves following the visit of m{‘nhov and Bulganin to Beigrade in
Hay 1955. The word circulated that in a fov days Tito had obtaired from
Russia, aftor yecars of deviationism, much more thas Bulgaria hall obtained
aftor yesrs and yoars of total submissica. 4 condition of indepandence
from the USSR similar to that of Yugoslevia is actually desired by sll
even though no one (cxcept thﬁse pot memders of the Party) dares to afyirm
this opealy. Tho chief supparters of euch a thosis among higher lovel
people are: (a) Ocnoral PTrunskii ho as & otudent of Tito would bo more in
favor of being under Yugoslavia then havipg a real and trmoe indspendence
for Bulgaria; (b) strenge and paresdoxical as i¢ may seen, ‘;Cervenkav himsolf,

at least at the prosent time. How, having receatly been burned, ho continues

50X1-HUM
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to feel himself t¢ de tha 8857+ 271 +° ... 3he moss capedle of all, vho fesle
*hat ko 13 fa)lowl? ny tSa gEpomrmer® o tL Ll AT Lenag, D5 e shewgib O
assullng A Bvroag4as position, evan agaimst Moscow., DPat it appears that &a
order to 4o this he wonld have liked to have felt himself supported by the

[PPSR

Wost just as Fito in his time was supported Yy the Yoss. (o) General Ivan
mfha’lov does not appsar to have Mom;od his political sireagth, He is
well supported in Tugoslavia and his nazme came up freqQuently at the time
when guesses were deing madg as to the suscessor of ﬁ:ﬂmv. Bat it would
appea: that his cendidscy $o the presidency camnxot be carried out because
he would have to liguidato all th» state security forses. 4ll of which would
bring nbou't a rathei- gsoriona crisie ¢! the existence of the Bulgarian Conm-

muniet Party iteelf.

10, It 4o not known vhich former Kostov followers have boen liberated

frca prisons. It is only known that a measure of clenency on the pert of
the Government was plenned, but was not carried out, it appsors, because
of the insurreoticas which soourred in Posnan, Poland, a% the time. Work |

had atarted on thoe offioial rehabilitation of Kostov and the commission was \

named, prosided Lw/ggsﬁaki,uhmh vas to carry out the official rihabilitation.
But this work ccased shortly thoreaftoz, at tho same time as Tito's visit ’
to Moecow. This does not aypoar to be a coi.ncidqnce. but may mucan the
doniro of clarifying the poa’ ‘ion of Tito with regard to the M‘gﬁro
adoyting any kind of solution which might in any woy to prejudicial to the
present Governnen: heads. It io not huown if tho widow of Kostov returned
in tho Communiat l'ar4y, 46 48 only known that she spoke with Khrns:l\\:hev and

Bulganin during thei: violt %o Sofia in Juno, 1955, and that iemeliatoly

50X1-HUM
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after, the Bulgarien Covernma:r:; g;anted hor a peasion and housing.

11, Piostures and mooumenta of Stalin are still in ovidonce in meny places.
They are no lunger seen on tho occasiocn of nauo}ml foasts such as ths Zirst
of May, and are being replaced with plctures of Blagosv, tho fousdor of the
Bixlgarian Comzuniet Party. There has been no popular reaction against the
denog;\suon of Stalin beceuse, as stated adove, this was alreedy in effeot
when it was officially prodlu.lmad. In eny case fkxwxs atteapts voro made

FYSYIE K T

not to make this thing %00 obvicus or t6 give it wgm—tmco -ca..

-~

leaso—of,

statuss.

12, It is folt that the eleotion of }{u;u v has moant the rotura $o the .
idoals of Pimitrov and thio, within the sphers of the don#geuon of Stalin
and that of a rappro&tx_aant wvish Pito. A rapprocz/c;{aans. however, alwayps—
wm_mm a&w&e« EoscovA an& no’& entwusted—to—oa
M.Wousm.pmmm wiches, For the
Yugoslavs, the coming to pov .= o!?{:gov ie a sucocess tut not full cuocoss,
If 1t had beon up to them exe!usivaly perhaps he would not have even booa
plected, It should de remex’ ered in fect that he, even ﬁhonzh. he may beo
pro-Tugoslar and batter, pro-. Lto, Le etill a Macodoalen and 2 Bulgarian
Macedonian, Rumors are alroudy circulating regarding the resignation of

/iu.gov. This will tako place only vhen and Af the USSH apd not Yugoslavia,
approves. The Bulgarien Comsmaiet Party ls prepared to do avorythiné that

the USSR desiros evon though at times may do it against ite will,

S1 T NN
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Sqasral of she USIR gver Pulgaria .

1o Ti.3 ixw no LDAdcAaviIOne of & diminished Sovies osuatrol over Bulgaria.
On the contrary, a certain increes: in control in the military field, posoidly
brought abous fellowimz the troubles in Polcnd. 4Also, tho recent promises
of "‘assistance” ‘toward the dsvalopzent of atenic &nuulnﬂm allows the
Soviets now ma. lﬁro exteasive foras ef coatrol. Oae thing ic¢ certain, that
Soviet coasulars and perscanel mxwewi:X% have 20¢ becan witbdrewn from Bulgaria.

1%, Curreant porular opinion of the Bulgarian regime 1o not changed with
the changing leadere. Hothing haa changod. ZTho parsoa of )uaov is no nmore
ncoeptab]:n than that of c:’érnnkov. parhapa lees acceptadlo.  Tho great massoes
of the Bulgarien people do not forgst ;é@ov's connections with tho murders
of 1944 wvhen he vas Chlef of Polico ané it is remcmbored of him that *his
hands are sofled with bdlood.? Poosibility of a reestebliehzmont of ths nation's
diplomatic relations with the Umited States ie a prodlem which conceras the
directing class rether tham tho people. It chould be stated, bowever, that
a puster of people dlames theo United States for the proseant situation.
Bulgaria claiming that Amerion has not holpsA Bulgaria as it did many other
qountrien, and it deotormined how it Shought éhont this state oz‘ subJugation
to thes USSR, not ascepiing to deal wity the Bulgarioan delegates in Calre
for the armistice of 1944,

15. There is no form of open Lr oven clandestine ansistance. The
pooplo are definitely suffering and would have definite reasons for opea
rebelion, but thoy are oppreascd by & police reglmo, are afraid, cannot feol
protocted, ner do they eee pocaibilitica of organisation and overyday become

more and more resigaed to tholr eitustion.

50X1-HUM
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16, | some "pure® Coxsunists bhve beea

trying for temq timo to ingratiate themsclvos 080 way or the other with the
Yoat. Although remainmipg Cowmuniets, thay 'vme to prepare an alidbi or at
least something to lean oca at ocne future date: This might indicate that
they Inow or fesl that thare will Ve considerable changes taking place in
Bulgaris vithin the next these senths, These changos would allegedly consiast
in the complete downfall of q;rmuv. q‘grvenhov. who today continuas to
have still groat powers, n/mogedlr deen dostined by Moscow to crumble
complotely.

17. A reoctat decision to elimimato ocirculation pormits im new areas
18 allegedly aimed at gotting rid of ono of the odjoctions the Unitcd States

" hawe to the rooponing of diplomatic rolaticas with Bulgaris,and to sdopt

such & deciolon prior to the possidle arrivel of dmericane &n ordor not to
give then the ipproesica that havipg arrived hore, thoy wers to obtaia
moro than the other Yestern diplomatic missions weroe able to odtain ia

a lengthy timo. n

50X1-HUM
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